





Notes From the Editor
100 PROOF SCIENCE FICTION, STRAIGHT . . . IS IT PALATABLE?

The "Brass Tacks" column of the May 1953 Astounding car-
ried a letter from Mr. John Gilson expressing an interesting
idea. He said, "Your editorial on 'The Laws of Speculation'
will probably start a lot of speculation, so why not start
a department of -- or for -- the practice and advancement
of speculation? Call it the Spec. Dept."

Editor Campbell's answer, "The Spec. Dept. 1s called ‘'As-
tounding Secience Fiction'", was true enough. His msgazine
still leads the field in the publication of entertaining
speculation, the "what would happen if. . ?" story. Which
happens to be the sort of story that keeps a good many of
us reading sclence fiction.

But Campbell sald, in that September 1952 editorial that
Mr. Gilson mentions, "I cannot publish a highly interesting
and intelligent speculation no matter how sound unless 1t
is wrapped up in a reasonably acceptable story."

That, too, is true. He can't -- but a little publication
like the Advertiser can. And, beginning as soon as we can

et under weigh, the Advertiser will carry a "Spec. Dept."

for which title, many thanks to Mr. Gilson), and I hope
many of you will contribute to 1it.

To suggest an egample, a more complex astronomical situa-
tion than prevails in our solar system would undoubtedly
have a profound influence on the development of the sclences.
Many entertalning speculations have been offered in sclence
fiction c¢déncerning hypothetical races whose knowledge of
the various sciences grew with emphases differing from ouras:
highly developed social scilences existing with only primi-
tive physical sclences 1s a gimmick that has been used more
than once, and 1t offers a wide scope for further develop-
ment . It occurs to me that inhabitants of a planet of a
mltiple star system would take a long time in discovering
the law of unlversal gravitation. Perhaps even the lesser
handicap of Earth'!'s being our sun's only saatellite would
have prevented Kepler's formulating his empirical laws. A
single example would hardly have warranted theilr being con-
sidered. Does anyone want to kick that around?

Along similar lines, who would like todefine a world that
could not have produced a Euclid: one that would need a Lo-
bachevskl or a Rlemann before it would have a usable geom-
etry? Or that could not have had a Newton who was not also
an Elnstein?

Another approach that has been highly productive of science
fiction 1ldeas seeks to posit basic philosophlical differences
in alien races. Can anyone conceive a satisfactory phil-
osophical foundation leading to a people's autommtically
applying the opposite of Occam's Razor to their formulatilon
of hypotheses? And would anyone undertake the disordered
task of speculating on the probable history of the ideasof


















gredients.

This use of external motivation -- the use to which it is
gut in stories like Huxley's "Brave New World" and Orwell's
1984" -~ differs from the one previously discussed in that
it makes certain actions possible, while the other mekes them
necessary. It straddles the boundary between fiction in which
motives arise from sources external to the relatlions among
the characters and fiction in which motives arise from the
relations between the characters. It has to do so, 1f it's
going both to lnvolve external motivation and to be effective
a3 rhetorical fiction; 1f the motives in the story arose
solely from external factors, they would have no relevance
to the existing situation.

Isaac Asimov suggests in Modern Science Fiction that these
atories are not really science fiction but are what he calls
"social fiction"; and I believe that he is right in feeling
that they differ in kind as well as in quality from the great
body of work in the field. One of the most peculiar trailts
of maegazine fantastic fiction 1s that rhetoric plays prac-
tically no acknowledged part in 1t. We might say that it 1s
devotedly dialectical. Readers seem to be suspicious of any
story in which the author doesn't confine himself solely to
the discussion of ideas and presentation of dramatic events
but allows himself to be distracted by his editorializing
impulses. Partly, this may be just the average person's re-
sentment at being "preached at", but I think that something
else is involved also: a foellng that the fantastic element
i3 diluted by the use to which it is put. The fantastic el-
ements in stories dike "Brave New World" are too clearly fic-
tive devices; and since the appeal of the fantastic idea lies
in its being accepted literally and unreservedly, the reader
is dissatisj‘.’ied.

An author is not limited to the exploration of political
themes, of course, but may deal with social motives of a more
general kind -- and we sometimes find stories of this sort
within magafine pages: those that describe the reactions of
various Bersons, peoples and nations to some strange incident
(Vance: "DP") or invention (Sherred: "E For Effort"). Usual-
ly, the story revolves about some physical incident or object
which 1s 1initlally 1rrelevant to the political and social
scene; I believe that this is an additional characteristic
making the story unacceptable to magazine readers.

The only continuously producing fantastic fiction writer
whose work has a consistently high rhetorical content 1s Ray
Bradbury -- amajor factor setting hls fiction apart from the
reat of the fleld.

Let us begin our remarks on the personal significance of
the use of external motivation in fiction with an inspection
of 1t in 4its purest form: what I've called "the influencing
machine" story.

In his paper "on the Origins of the Influencing Machine in
Schizophrenia" (Psychoanalytic Quarterly, 1933; abstracted
in #8 Neurotica, 1l Tgl) Victor Tausk discusses the delusions
of schizophrenic and paranoid patients who believe that they







feelings and attitudes as ingredients in a situation without
having to recognize them as legitimate parts of the relations
between the characters, (Let us say that the author writes
a story in which a major character is an "sndroig". He is
able to present a relationship between "it" and the protag-
onist without the embarrassments which would be involved 1if
both were members in good standing of the human race.) This
type of characterization hes been a predominate aspect of
the stories of the new writer, Philip Jose Fermer; he has
used it with great awareness in his story, "Mother" -- in
which the 1dyllic relationship between "mother-and-son" 1s
made possible by the physiological nsture of "the mother".

It would 'seem that the distinctive personal use of external
motivation 1is that 1t enables us to transform our relations
with others in ways advantageous to ourselves by the intro-
ductlion from outside of an extra-personal element into those
relationships. Essentlally, a deus ex machina device.

And that 1s what makes the external motivation story fan-
tastiec. For, after all, what do we mean when we say that a
story 1s "fantastic"? Simply that it describes events di-
vorced from common experience and ideas contrary to common
preconceptions? The Ripley sense of the word? I don't think
30. Rather it is an aspect of the story which transforms for
the moment the very nature of things, which brings into a new
alignment the forces which govern our lives. It does this
by resching in and touching us at the very core of our be-
ings: our relations with others.
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Last week one of our newer friends told us some-
thing that we've since thought of several times. We had
been dlscussing some of the disadvantages that seemed to
be inevitable in the complex sort of 1life that has been
developed for us, whether or not we would have chosen 1t.
"Nowadays," he sald, "a man needs a number of specialists
to help him keep hils life in order. Besides his personal
physician and auto mechanic, who fulfill their functions
the better for thelr knowledge of his anatomical and auto-
motive historles, he may find that he requires an attor-
ney and a stock broker, on permanent retainer, to keep a
benevolent eye on his business affalrs. I don't require
those last two, of course, but I have come to feel the
need of my own personal bookseller; one who knows what I
have, what I want, and who will take the time to give my
library some thought; who could then mske suggestions to
me of books I would like to read, and help me get them at
prices I can afford."

That is not verbatim, of course; our memory
isn't quite that good. But 1t does express our friend's

thought. And as you may have guessed, he had declded
that we were the booksellers whom he should have "on re-
tainer". Naturally, we were pleased -- and now we're

wondering if perhaps we can't provide a similar service
for you.

We think that our antiquarian stock 1is singu-
larly rich 1n wgrthwhile titles on =a diversity of sub-
jects, and our reasonable prices have csused many casual
browsers to become frequent visitors. But beyond that,
we've been told by many customers that they find here an
atmosphere of uncommercial friendliness that isn't very
common in our time. They speak of such things as our 1i-
brary chairs and table most unneatly cluttered with 1it-
erary reviews and the 1like, of the bookly gab-fests in
the back yoom, of the perennial tobacco supply sand the
coffee aRd doughnuts on Saturday -- and then say that
1t's something more than that. Whatever it 1s that makes
our customers like us, we're happy to have achleved it,
and hope never to get so blg that we lose it.

We open the shop in the evening the second Fri-
day of every month especially for our science fiction
friends. Come in sometime then, 'most any hour after
7:30, and have a cup (or more) of coffee with us. You'll
probably find most of the Advertiser's staff here talking
over profound matters for the next issue's "Spec. Dept."

@ 415 Eaost Broadway

JOHN VALENTINE - BOOKS Glendale 5, Caolifornio

(P.S. Although we don't ordinarily stock magazines, we
do now have perhaps 200 Astoundings, Galaxys, Startlings,
and others, from 1946 thru '53, at 10¢ a copy. They'11l
g0 too fast for mail orders to be practicable, but will
be here for our next "s f night", September 1llth.)




am a Connie, wish all huckster sympathisers would read.

Incidentally, a superficial comparison with the 1952 Galaxy
serial disclosed no re-writing, but the omission of a few
paragraphs and the entirety of the last three chapters, which
latter I consider an improvement. And I somehow detect irony
in the fact that this satire on advertising methods is pub-
lished with this note on the copyright psage: "A condensed
version of this novel appeared in GALAXY magazine under the
title Gravy Planet."

The Other Novels

THE DEMOLISHED MAN by Alfred Bester. Shasta, 250 pp, $3.

How do you get away with murder when the cops are able to
read your mind?

It 1s an oversimplification to take this as the main
problem of THE DEMOLISHED MAN, but hardly an ynfair one.
In Bester's twenty-fourth century society the eXistence of
a numerous group of people endowed with extra-sensory per-
ception, especlally telepathy, affects many other aspects of
living besldes police procedure. There are Esper physicians
and Esper personnel managers as well as Egper ’detectives.
But the author has chosen to consider his imaginary world
in the light of a problem in criminology, and as a result
the 1llumination he sheds on it 1s flashy rather than bril-
liant. It seems llikely that a society with a devoted and
powerful group like Bester's Esper Guild in a position to
influence decislons on a high level would probaebly be much
more different from the one we know than the sauced-up par-
adise for hucksters of THE DEMOLISHED MAN.

How do you get away with murder? The answer is: you're
crazy. Bester justifies this conclusion convineingly, even
if his psychologlical argument is of the twentieth century
rather than the twenty-fourth.

I should like to recommend that the next author who chooses
to postulate a telepathic soclety spend a 1little effort on
speculating about how telepathy works -- if 1t works. He
might give somebody an idea. It has happened.

WORLD OUT OF MIND by J. T. M'Intosh (Doubleday, 222 pp,
$2.75). Earth is attacked by an alien race which sends its
scouts out as such perfect counterfeits of humenity that one
of them rises to the position of leader of sll Earth's forces.
This would have been better if M'Intosh had made it longer
and deeper, pald a lot more attention to the implications of
the vaguely technocratlic society he envisages, and left out
the fighting.

THE TIME MASTERS by Wilson Tucker (Rinehart, 249 pp, $2%).

Extra - terrestrial visitors again -- only two of them this
time, spying on Oak Ridge and each other with conflicting
motives. The first appearance 1 know of of Gilgemesh in

science filction, and & rather fascinating telepathic tech-
nique. Tucker's whodunit style fits the story well.
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TWAYNE PUBLISHERS, INC.
THE DISSECTING TABLE

by DAMON KNIGHT

WITCHES THREE, by Fritz Leiber, James Blish and Fletcher Pratt.
Twayne, 423 pp., $3.95. This handsome volume contains two old favor-
.ites and a surprise—leiber's Conjure Wife from Unknown, Blish's There
Shall Be No Darkness from Thrilling Wonder, and a long {199 pp.}
never-before-published novel by Fletcher Pratt, The Biue Star.

Taking them in order, Conjure Wife is easily the most frightening
and {mecessarily) the most thoroughly convincing of all modern horror
stories. Its premise is that witchcraft still flourishes, or ot any rate
survives, an open secret among women, a closed book to men. Under
the rational overlay of 20th-century civilization this sickly growth,
uncultivated, unsuspected, still manages to propagate itself.

Leiber develops this theme with the utmost dexterity, piling up alter-
nate layers of the mundane and outre, until at the story’s real climox,
the shocker at the end of chapter 14, | am not ashamed to say that
| jumped an inch out of my seat. From that point onward the story is
anticlimax, but anticlimax so skillfully managed that | am not really
certain 1 touched the slip-cover again until after the last page. Leiber
has never written anything better . . . which, perhaps, is all that needed
to be soid.

Conjure Wife applies some of the principles of scientific meth-
odology to"™he occult, and spices it with such modernisms as tape
recorders and Rupert mirrors. There Shall Be No Darkness attempts
something intrinsically much more difficult—rationalizing the traditional
werewolf story all the way down to the bottom, leaving no residum of
the occult at all. Blish does a spectacular job of it, taking no more
liberties with biology than we are accustomed to expect from an ordi-
nary science-fiction story about totipotency, longevity or bifocal brains.

i The Blue Star, which, on several counts, ought to have turned out
0 be the weakest story in the book, is nothing of the sort. A certain
brace of science-fantasy editors whose editing and writing | esteem
(olthough I'm sometimes at loss to account for their opinions) recently
brushed this novel aside with a reference to George U. Fletcher’s
Well of the Unicorn—which | haven't read, unfortunately, so | can't
say; perhaps The Blue Star is derivative. If so, | don't see that it mat-
ters; it's @ magnificent job of writing, a gem-perfect example of a
branch of pure fantasy so rare nowadays that | was beginning to think
it was extinct—the dreom-world story. The distinction between this and
all other types—-Utopias and Dystopias, interplanetary stories, projec-
tions of the Earth into the distant past and future—is that the dream-
world must be completely insular, without the smallest contact with the
mundane universe either in space or in time; one touch of reality
withers it.

John Ciardi's introduction, A Plea For Witches, is penetrating and
good-humored, erudite without being pedantic—a notable achieve-
ment. :

Watch Twayne.

If they can keep their future projects up to this standard, they're
surq_to reach the 'of in ihon order,
[}

olence F on Adventures May 1963




SECOND STAGE LENSMEN by E.E. Smith (Fantasy Press, 307 PP,
$3) . This fifth story in Doc Smith's Lensman series first
appeared in Astounding in 1941-42. Doc remains unsurpassed
in the authorship of deep-space adventure. His first story,
The Skylark of Space, stirred up a bit of a sensation among
readers of the 1928 Amazing Stories, and in this reviewer's
opinion his yarns have, with perhaps one exception, been each
superlior to 1ts predecessor. If you haven't yet been intro-
duced to Smith's brand of action - packed, super weapon-anti-
super weapon, galaxy-wide adventure (which so few other writ-
ers can carry off with conviction), try this. I would say it
is inferior only to FIRST LENSMAN (Fantasy Press, 1950).

THE PLANET OF YOUTH by Stanton A. Coblentz (Fantasy Pub-
1ishing Co., Inc.; 71 pp, $1.50) is a tale from a 1932 Wonder
Stories which anticipated THE SPACE MERCHANTS in its concern
with an attempt of powerful propagandists to "sell" a miser-
able planet Venus to potential colonists. The economic mo-
tivation and the methods that implement them are very similar
in the two stories. But the treatments differ cgnsiderably,
though the inevitable comparison of the modern story with the
one authored by one of the most admired science fictloneers
of twenty years past shows that neither irony nor satire are
recent discoveries for "the pulps”. ’

0ld-time author, fan, and ( as Fantasy Press) pioneer s f
publisher Lloyd Eshbach has brought out the second title 1n
his Polaris Press serles of first book publicatlions of early
magazine "classics”. This most commendable project intends
to alternate between science fictlon and fantasy. The first
of the serles (THE HEADS OF CERBERUS by Francis Stevens) was
science fiction; the second, a fantasy, is THE ABYSS OF WON-
DERS by Perley Poore Sheehan -- unavailable since its publi-
catlion in Argosy in 1915. Polaris Press books are published
in editions limited to 1500 and in all respects are examples
of superior bookmaking craftsmanship. For economlic reasons
they are available only from the publisher (Box 159, Reading,
Penn.); the price 1is $3. While discussion of stories which
make no attempt at belng science fictlion is outside the scope
of this publication, we do want to state that their support
of the entire Polaris Press venture will be to the advantage
of science fiction readers.

"The Conditioned Captain" by Fletcher Pratt (Startling
Stories, May, 1953) has been published in a 35/ paper-bound
and a $2 hardbound edition by Ballantine as THE UNDYING FIRE.

In fast succession Gnome Press has published books by three
of our most popular modern scientist-writers. Hal Clement's
ICEWORLD (216 p, $2.50) was a serisl in last year's Astound-
ing. See Anthony More's article in the November °52 Adver-
tiser for a discussion of this story which explores problems
of communication between people of worlds of divergent chem-
istries and temperatures.

In AGAINST THE FALL OF NIGHT (223 pp, $2.75 -- from a 1948
Startling Stories 1ssue) Arthur C. Clarke relegates his be-
loved space flight to an incidental niche, and writes of the
mutual rediscovery, after thousands of years of isolation,
of two divergent Earth cultures. Astronsut Clarke does thilas






sort of thing quite well, too.

The third Gnome "big name" 1s Isaac Asimov, whose SECOND
FOUNDATION (210 pp, $2.75) completes the book publication of
his "foundation" series from Astounding. The two parts of
this volume .(originally "Now You See It" and "...And Now You
Don't") carry on with e famous running epic of far future
galactic history. Neither the state of galactic affairs at
the conclusion of this volume nor the series' popularity
among readers tolerate an abandonment of the saga. Let us
hope that Asimov acts accordingly.

George 0. Smith has been called the best hack in the busi-
ness. HELLFLOWER (Abelard Press, 264 pp, $2.75) is a good
illustration of the reason why. It's got everything: wronged
space~pllot fighting for vindication, clandestine alien in-
vaders, inspired gadgetry, interplanetary dope-running, gal-
actic cops-and-robbers, intelligently but unprofoundly han-
dled sex, and a prose style that escapes pedestrianism by
reason of 1its going on well-oiled roller skates.#If you can
stand 1t, you will like it a lot.

Readers who enjozed the Manning Draco stories in Thrilling
Wonder will find "The Merakian Miracle", "The Regal Rigel-
lian", "The Polluxian Pretender", and "The Caphian Caper"
presented as a novel in ONCE UPON A STAR (by Kendall Poster
Crossen; Holt, 237 pp, $2.95). Others may find the Draconian
antlcs worth a laugh or two if they arepin a particularly
amusable mood. )

In THE TRANSCENDENT MAN (Rinehart,244 p, $2.50) Jerry Sohl
has hit upon a somewhat umusual variant of the "we are prop-
erty"” theme: human intelligence has been implanted in humans
by Capellan invaders in order to make the thought-forces re-
leased by the death of a human high enough in quality to serve
as their food. The plot 1s thickened by the Capellans' abil-
ity to take on human and notably female human form. Unfor-
tunately, the author still writes like a newspaper man.

The Anthologies and Collections

Since these columns closed for the last issue, five anthol-
ogies have come our way, which 1s quite a respectable quan-
tity indeed. (And any snide remarks to the effect of 1ts
having been a long time since the last 1ssue will be coun-
tered with the observation that, considering the summer lull
normal to the (book) publishing business, that's still a fair
number of anthologies to pile up between issues.) Taking them
in order of receipt, the first is SCIENCE-FICTION ADVENTURES
IN DIMENSION edited by Groff Conklin, and, for the Grand 01d
Man among the anthologists, somewhat of a departure. For in
this one he has narrowed the subject and broadened the treat-
ment of his selectlions: all his present inclusions concern
time-travel or parallel worlds, but outright fantasy is mized
in with the sclence fiction. (Vanguard, 354 pp, $2.95.)

For Ballantine Books Frederik Pohl has collected {fifteen
previously unpublished stories (STAR SCIENCE FICTION STORIES,
202 pp, 35¢ and $1.50 in the usual Ballantine dual edition).






Rumors of fantastically high rates are kicking around in the
usually misinformed circles with which I mingle, and whatever
truth there is to them 1s powerful argument for a viewpoint
I have frequently upheld in discussions of my salary with my
boos. For, pald them or not, these writers have earned top
pay for these storles. Highly recommended.

In CHILDREN OF WONDER (Simon and Schuster, 336 pp, $2.95),
William Tenn has collected 21 stories about children who are
even more unusual than usual. Sources are, almost equally,
the s £ magazines and the wide, outside world.

At the opposite end of a qualitative listing from the Pohl
anthology is PRIZE SCIENCE FICTION edited by Donald A. Woll-
heim (McBride, 230 pp, $3). This is the first of an intended
annual series of stories selected by "The Jules Verne Award
Committes", who are the volume's editor, Forrest J Ackerman,
and Otto v St. Whitelock. The sources include the best of
the magazlnes, and some of the authors are among our favorites
-- 80 (as always) don't rely too heavily on this one man's
opinion. 2

The YEAR'S BEST SCIENCE FICTION NOVELS (edited by Bleiler
and Dikty; Fell, 315 pp, $3.50) this time are: Tenn, "Fire-
water"; Ellanby, "Category Fhoenix"; Blish, "Surface Ten-
sion"; Leinster, "The Gadget Had a Ghost"; and Miller, "Con-
ditionally Human". '
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Ten stories by Henry Kuttner have been collected under the
title AHEAD OF TIME (Ballantine, 177 pp, 35¢ and $2). This
is perhaps the versatile Kuttners' (Hank and wife C.L. Moore
who use various by-lines indiscriminately) best collection to
date. Astounding 1s the most often tapped source and orig-
inal publicatlion dates run from 1942 through 1953. There 1is
additionally one till-now-unpublished story, "Year Day", an
episode of the future deplcting one way of escape from some
torturous advertising methods that would induce envy even in
a Mitch Courtenay). Clearly among the most skilled sclence
fiction writers appearing today, the Kuttners prove in this
one volume that they also rank among the most ingenious so-
ciological and psychological speculators in the fleld.

Wilmar H. Shiras's "In Hiding" made quite a splash when it
appeared in a 1948 Astounding, and her two subsequent offer-
ings in the same series attracted much, i1f less, favorable
conmentary. Those three tales of highly intelligent, misun-
derstood mutant children, with whom, one gathers, many s [
fans have little difficulty in 1dentifying themselves, are
presented with 2 others, previously unpublished, in CHILDREN
OF THE ATOM (Gnome, 216 pp, $2.75). It is this observor's
opinion that their quality descends rather linearly from the
initial story through the last.

Some Non - Fiction

In MAN IN SPACE (Bobbs-Merrill, 291 pp, $3.75) Heinz Haber
concerns himself primarily with the physiological and psycho-
logical difficulties which will face space txavelersandcol-
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onists after technology has got them there. He concludes
that ". . .a trlp to Mers would strain the toughest body &nd
mind beyond the breaking point.” "Man," he says, "is and
remains an earthly animal" and "Colonization of the solar
system is an utterly unrealistic, utoplan idea." As an in-
escapable corollary to that thought, Dr. Haber submits that
"This planet must be preserved; it cannot be replaced.” But
"As regards the artificial satellite, the realization of
space flight 18 a sound and, within reasonable time, an en-
tirely realistic and promising project."

EX-PRODIGY: MY CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH (Simon and Schuster, 310
pp, $3.95) 1s Norbert Wiener's autobiography to his 31lst year.
The author of CYBERNETICS and THE HUMAN USE OF HUMAN BEINGS
{which are enthusiasticaily recommended to any Advertiser
reader who isn't familiar with them), who entered Harvard's
graduate school at the age of 14, maintains a noteworthy ob-
Jectivity in telling of the problems of the superior child,
but at the same time one feels that the unemotional approach
was employed too consistently to permit an =2dequate exposi-
tion of how 1t feels to be a kid genius. Howevek, I suspect
that this fallure of realization was unavoidable through the
simple difficulty, to such a lesser intellect as mine, of
identifying with this story's protagonist. The book is good
reading throughout, despite the author's low opipion of sci-
ence fiction (page 84)! ;

Three excellent books discussing the philosophy of science
have recently appeared, each written by British authors. In
THE SCIENTIFIC ADVENTURE (Essays in the History and Philoso-
phy of Sclence: Pitman, 372 pp, 30/-; obtainable in the U.S.
from The British Book Centre, inc., é6.75) Herbert Dingle,
Professor of the H. and P. of Sclence at University College,
London, has collected twenty easily comprehensible essays
discussing aspects of his subject of interest to the peraon
who 18 well acquainted with it as well as to those of lesser
education. THE COMMONSENSE OF SCIENCE by J. Bronowski (Har-
vard, 150 pp, $2) is an exceptionally provocative essay that
discusses the relationship of science to other activitles of
civilized man. The author's historical sense is well devel-
oped, and in treating of scientific progress since 1ts modern
beginnings in the 17th century he sheds a goodly amount of
light on the development of the philosophy of science. WHAT
IS SCIENCE by Norman Campbell, reprinted last year by Dover
(186 pp, $2.50) from its original edition of 1921, examines
its subject in such & manner as to lead the reader to do some
healthful thinking about matters he may always uncritical-
1y have "taken for granted".

Because the editor has been unable to turn up an accommod-
ating astrophysicist to discuss ASTROPHYSICS by Lawrence H.
Aller (Ronald Press, 412 pp, $12),he will quote the publish-
ers on the book's behalf. Subtitled THE ATMOSPHERES OF THE
SUN AND STARS, the book 1s "a pioneer in its field. . .deals
with the fundamentals and major modern developments in the
study of stellar atmospheres. It covers both the methods
employed and the results obtained in investigations of the
atmospheres of the sun and stars and solar-terrestrial rela-
tionships. The book presents a full discussion of the nature
of the observational data. It also presents a brief review
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"AUTHENTIC SCIENCE FICTION MONTHLY"

It has more departments than any other
British magazine and sells twice as many copies.

Send 35¢ for latest issue and details
of low subacription offer.
Kisch News Co., Box 151C, Simi, Calir.
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We have meny other issues of these and other science fiction
magazines, such a3 "Unknown," "Astounding,""Planet 3tories,”
"Thrilling Wonder," "Jalaxy,” etc. Let us know your needs, If
we have it, you'll save money. We also have a.large stock of

books~--both rare and current. We will be glad to quote prices.

Box S&P, Science fiction Advertiser,
1745 Kenneth Road,
Glendale 1, Calif.
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Good fap fiction, acticles, artwork, poetry, for publication in
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Our quarterly, 32 page lithoed fanzine represents one of
the best outlets for creative SF fans, We heartly welcome
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be the showcage of fandom with your help,
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Explorations in Science
By WALDEMAR KAEMPFFERT

What do you know about the “machine” heart and lungs? About the devel-
opments in controlling weather regionally? About the hopeful advances in
cancer research? What about “luck” as a determining element in life?
Exactly what is involved in supersonic speed? And how close are scientists
to creating life from lifeless matter? The explanations of these and a broad
range of additional scientific wonders-in-progress are the fascinating sub-
ject matter of Waldemar Kaempffert's newest book. Mr. Kaempffert, one
of the finest science writers for the layman in America, was inspired to
write Explorations in Science by the advances in science thgt have made
headline news since 1945. ¥

Here are full expositions of matters that received only run-as-you-read
treatment in the press; and here too are the dramatic stories behind the
developments dealt with. Biology and medicine, physics, astronomy,
meteorology, and sociology are all represented—each piece yhaving been
finally checked with an expert in the field. There are, besides, excursions
into by-paths from the mainstem of science, such as deep-sea treasure
hunting, the prophetic theories of H. G. Wells—“Evangelist of Utopia,”
and the ways and means of “breaking” codes. Here, in short, is a complete
guided tour for the intelligent lay reader who wants to keep abreast of
today’s increasingly important scientific advances.

Partial contents:

Building an Artificial Satellite in Space The Air Around Us
Machine Hearts and Lungs The Enigma of Cancer
Atoms instead of Fuel Can Science Create Life?

The Newer Concept of Man and His Body

320 PAGES . 5% x 8% . $3.50

WALDEMAR KAEMPFFERT, once an editor of Scientific American, later
practiced patent law, and since 1927 has been the science and engineering editor
of The New York Times. Among his books is Science Today and Tomorrow.
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